group) for III. The ABX system from the protons on C-2' and C-3' in II und III appeared with two signals centred at 5 = 3.25 (II) and at 5 = 3.22 (III), (7 = 8 cps, 2H) and a triplet centered at 5 = 5.15 (II, III) (/ = 8cps, 1H). The tree singulets at 5 = 1.86 and 2.11 (2 x 3H and at 5.53 (1H) are typical fort he senecoioyl residue 2 in II, and a complex multiplet in the aromatic region (5 = 7.10 -7.80, 5H) showed the benzoyl group in III.
Recently a coumarin C19H2o05, m.p. 138 -140°, [a]n -23° was isolated from Prangos tschimganica B. Fedtsch. 3 and the name prantschimgin and structure II were proposed. The identity between the physical constants and spectra of prantschimgin and coumarin B isolated from Ferulago meoides would seem to suggest that these two substances are identical. Unfortunately, we were unable to confirm this by a comparation with an authentic sample. It is somewhat perplexing, that an optical inactive oxylacton m.p. 187 -188° is obtained during both alkaline and acid hydrolyse 3 , about which it is assumed 3 that it represents a racemic mixture of the both optical antipodes with structure IImarmesin and nodakenetin. The oxylacton (marmesin) isolated by us from the coumarins A and B was optically active and by esterification with benzoyl chloride in pyridine gave an optical active product, completely identical with natural compound B (benzoyl marmesin, III). As should have been expected, the hydrolysis of marmesin esters as well as the reesterification of marmesin does not involve racemisation of the assymetric carbon atom C-2' in the marmesin molecule.
I. R = H; II. R = OC-CH = C(CH3)2 (senecioyl); III. R=OC-C6H5 (benzoyl).
